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There's no way of |ooking at a man's face
and | ooki ng and seeing what he has in his m nd.

- Sam Byck



FADE I N:
EXT. | NTERSTATE 95 - CHESTER, PA - N GHT

Friday, February 22, 1974, just past mdnight. Scattered cars
dot the highway. The lights of the Gty of Brotherly Love
recede into the distance behind a sout hbound beige and white
1968 Bui ck Century.

I NT. BU CK

On the passenger seat, a Westinghouse tape recorder and

m crophone sit side by side. A thick hand reaches down,
presses record, snatches up the mke. The recorder's wheels
spin as they capture the thunping of the wi ndshield w pers
clearing away a steady drizzle of rain.

The driver is SAM BYCK, a heavyset 44-year-old in a yell ow
shirt and brown sportsjacket. He takes a deep breath then
speaks into the m crophone.

SAM
My nanme is Sam Byck. |'m hoping
t hat soneday... |'m hoping by now

that you will have read about ne
in the newspaper. And if |I'm not
successful, you probably don't
know who | amand it won't nake
much di fference.

Sam slides the heater up to maxi mumand turns the fan up one
not ch.

SAM (Cont .)
| call nyself a grain of sand on
t he beach called the U S. of A,
where there are over 211 million
grains of sand. And on the beach
that we call Earth, there are
over three billion grains of
sand. Wth all this sand, is it
possi bl e that one small grain
could strike fear into the ruling
cl asses, so that they will becone
nore conpassi onate and cogni zant
of the needs of the popul ace, the
many, many people? | think so.
What | am about to do should
prove to the ruling classes, to
the powerful, to the affluent,
that the |least grain of sand, the
| east individual, has in himthe
power to destroy them \at | am
about to do is assassinate
Ri chard N xon.



I NT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - PH LADELPH A - DAY 3

Friday, June 15, 1972. JAN HUFFNEL, a Bogard Realty agent,
stands in a vacant showoom Slits of |ight seep through
nearly cl osed blinds.

JAN
You have 2,000 square feet on the
floor, another 850 in the back.
Pl enty of space, prine |ocation.
The corner | ot gives you great
exposure fromthe street.

The sounds of street traffic reach into the buil ding.
JAN (Cont.)
O course, it's a heavy traffic
area, SO you have sone noi se-

Sam enters fromaround a corner, gazing around the room He
approaches the w ndows, opens the blinds.

SAM

The nore traffic the better.
JAN

Exactly.
SAM

Especially for ne.

JAN
You're starting a tire store?

SAM
That's right. More cars, nore
tires, nore noney. Any idea how
much it'll cost to renovate?

JAN
Couldn't really say. But | know
sonme people in that line. Could
give you an estimate. |f you
went with us for this site, I'm
sure they'd be happy to help you
out. Here's their nunber.

Jan pulls out a business card, starts witing on the back. Sam
appr oaches.

SAM
And what's the rent?

She hands hi mthe card.



JAN
$2,500 a nonth plus utilities and
security.

Shocked as he is, Samtries not to react.

JAN (Cont.)
|'ve got some other |ocations we
could look at if this is out of
your | eague.

SAM
No. Not at all. |, of course,
woul d have to talk this over with
ny investors.

JAN
Natural | y.

I NT. DI NER - DAY 4

Samsits at a round table, a plate of french fries snothered in
gravy half eaten before him

SAM
So you see, with all the
equi pnent and inventory | need
for start up, I'mnot sure 20
grand can support $2,500 a nonth
overhead on top of that.

LI SA
Over who's head?

W realize that he is consulting with his four children,
CARRIE, 14, PATRICIA, 12, JEFFREY, 9, and LISA, 5. They have
m | kshakes and share two plates of fries anong them

SAM
Just a figure of speech.
Inflation being what it is,
prices are just skyrocketing
t hese days.

PATRI CI A
Maybe you just need to find a
| ess expensive pl ace.

CARRI E
O nore noney.

Sam | ooks at his watch and picks the bill up fromthe table.



SAM
Speaki ng of noney, |'ve got an
appointment. Let's get noving.

I NT. PENNSYLVANI A STATE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR - DAY

The Byck children sit in a bank of chairs,
stands on a nearby line, holding a notebook to his

etc. Sam

chest so he can wite.

store.

readi ng, col oring,

He works out budget figures for his

The |line noves forward, Sam now at the front. He stands before
behi nd which is MR WATSON, a clerk. Sam pulls out
a formfrominside the notebook and hands it to him He reads

a counter,

fromit.

Sam hol ds

WATSON
Hel l o, M. Byck.

BYCK
Hell o, M. Watson.

WATSON
So, M. Byck. D d you |ook for
work this week?

BYCK
| ndeed | did.
WATSON
And?
BYCK
Vell, |'"'mhere, aren't 1?
WATSON

Any progress?
up his notebook on the counter.

BYCK
Tire store's com ng al ong.

WATSON
This is the one where you're
wai ting for a | oan.

BYCK
From your conpatriots at the
Smal | Busi ness Adm ni strati on.



WATSON
| don't work with them M. Byck.
And, unfortunately, | can't give

you points for income that you
may generate if you start a
busi ness.

BYCK
When | start a business.

WATSON
Did you have any job interviews
this week?

Sam | ets the notebook fall to his side. He sighs.

BYCK
Three. One rejection, two
out st andi ng.

Wat son rifles through sonme papers, pulling one out.

WATSON
Ckay.

He hands him his check and shoves a clipboard toward him He
si gns.

WATSON (Cont.)
You' re hal fway through your
benefits. Don't stop |ooking for
a job, okay?

BYCK
Thank you, M. Watson.

I NT. SAM S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

The second-fl oor wal k-up in the Bustleton nei ghborhood of
northeast Phil adelphia is tidy but cranped. One very |arge
room serves as kitchen, dining roomand living room ARLINE
BYCK, 39, is preparing dinner at the kitchenette.

The kids are in the living area watching a black and white
Zenith console. Samsits at the dining table wth paperwork
strewn about .

ARLI NE
If you put half the effort you
spend trying to start your own
business into finding a job-

SAM
Arline, please.



ARLI NE
Haven't you heard of putting al
of your eggs into one basket?

SAM
The loan is a done deal. So as
far as your eggs are concerned,
|'ve got the goose, baby! The
goose that |ays the gol den egg!

ARLI NE
Ch, you've got a goose egg, al
right.
In the living roomLisais playing with a Barbie doll, which

Jeffrey snatches away fromher. He pops the head off and
t osses the body back to Lisa.

LI SA
Mhaaa!

ARLI NE
Jeffrey, stop it.

JEFFREY
"' m not doi ng anyt hing!

ARLI NE
Then what ever you've got, give it
back to her.

Jeffrey plays with the head. He places it on top of the
television, tosses it inthe air and drops it in a fish bow .

LI SA
No!

Carrie gets up fromthe Iivingroomfloor, heading straight for
the fishbowl. She renoves Barbie's head and gives it back to
Li sa.

ARL| NE
Carrie, cone set the table.

CARRI E
It's Jeffrey's turn

ARLI NE
Fine. Jeffrey?

Jeffrey nmakes a face at Carrie and nopes into the kitchen,
where he does his chore.



ARLI NE (Cont.)
Hey, Eggman, want to give your
son a hand by clearing your stuff
of f the tabl e?

SAM
Coo coo ca choo.

Arline's | ook says, "W'll talk later."
I NT. APARTMENT - N GHT
Arline is wi ping down the table. Samfinds a record fromtheir

collection, slips it out of the jacket and places it on the
phonograph built into the tel evision console.

ARL| NE

Don't play it too |oud.
SAM

I know, | know.

"More" plays fromthe phono. Sam sashays toward her, singing

along, light on his feet for a big nman.
ARLI NE
Sam ..
SAM
(sings)

"More than the greatest |ove the
worl d has known..."

Sam swoops her up to dance. She swats himw th her dish rag.

ARLI NE
Sam go see if the kids are
asl eep.

SAM
Ri ght now?

ARLI NE
Yes.

Samgoes O S. into the hallway, while Arline finishes cleaning
the table and sits on the couch. Sam cones back and nuzzl es up
to her, shutting off a nearby lanp. Arline snaps it back on.

ARLI NE (Cont.)
That's not why | wanted you to
check on the kids Sam

SAM
No?



ARLI NE

No.
SAM
Pl ease?
ARLI NE
We need to tal k.
SAM
Then maybe can we?
ARLI NE
We'll see how well the

conversati on goes.
Sam si ghs.

ARLI NE (Cont.)
Did you even go on one interview
t oday?

SAM
Jeez, you sound like the
Depart ment of Labor.

ARLI NE
Wl | ?

SAM
What's the difference? 1'Il get
that |l oan fromthe SBA any day
now.

Arline turns the nmusic up a little, standing before Sam

ARLI NE
They turned you down twice.

SAM
Three's a charm

ARLI NE
It's not that | don't support
your dream Sam but it's getting
hard for ne to support this
famly.

SAM
Look, if there's one thing being
out of work got nme is sone tine
to do ny honmework. This proposal
is solid, much nore than the
others. 1t'Il fly, I"'mtelling
you.



ARLI NE
Just promise ne you'll get a
paper tonorrow and | ook for
sonet hing el se in the neanti ne.

Ckay?
SAM
It'"1l really make you fee
better?
ARLI NE
Wr | ds.
SAM
Al right, ye of little faith.
ARLI NE
Thank you.
SAM

You do realize that this is a
conplete and utter waste of ny
tine.

ARLI NE
Wiy, of course.

Sam noves in and enbraces Arline.

SAM
So, I'd say that this
conversation went rather well.

Arline lets her guard down.

ARLI NE
Ch, all right, but go check on
the kids first.

SAM
| al ready did.

A smile creeps across Samis face as he turns the lanmp off.

| NT. APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Sam and the kids sit around the table. There are several boxes
of sugar-ridden cereal, and the table is splattered with a few
corn flakes and snall puddl es of juice.

Patricia, Carrie and Sam watch Saturday norning cartoons.
Jeffrey shoves his entire arminto a box of cereal.

LI SA
Hey, no fair.

8



10.

JEFFREY
No fair what?

He finally fishes out a plastic-wapped toy.

LI SA
That one's mine. You got the
| ast one.

JEFFREY

Fi nders keepers.

LI SA
| want ny prize!

Arline enters, dressed in a nurse's uniform

ARLI NE
Jeffrey, give it to her

She kisses Jeffrey's forehead, then kisses Lisa, Carrie and
Patricia, saying goodbye to each. Arline stands before Sam

ARLI NE (Cont.)
Call Ms. @ulliver to nmake sure
she picks up Patricia for the
softball gane. | left a grocery
list on the fridge. And I'm
gonna work a few hours extra
today, so it'd be very nice if
you coul d have some di nner ready.
"1l be home around seven.

SAM
No probl em
ARLI NE
And | left sone change in the

bow by the door. Pick up a
newspaper today, okay?

SAM
Ckay.

Arline plants a kiss on Samis forehead. She |eaves as the kids
al | say goodbye.

I NT. APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

Samis still in his boxers and undershirt. The kids still wear
their pajamas. They watch "Forbi dden Planet” on tel evision,

t he breakfast ness lingering around the kitchen. Lisa walks up
to Sam holding Dr. Seuss' "Green Eggs and Ham "



11.

LI SA
Daddy, could you read this to nme?
SAM
I will not read it in this house,
I will not read it to a npuse.

LI SA
Daddy!

Sam starts to tickle Lisa.

SAM
I will not read it to a fox, |
will not read it in a box.

A faint song is heard chimng in the distance. Jeffrey's ears
perk up.

JEFFREY
lce cream Dad! |It's the ice
cream man!
SAM
Oh, baby. Let's go. GCet
dr essed.

The group scranbles for their clothes. Once they are set, Sam
hurries themout, scooping up the change fromthe bow by the
door.

EXT. STREET 10

The five Bycks wal k down the sun-drenched street. The kids eat
ice cream Samlicks a Bonb Pop

SAM
Who | ed the National League in
home runs | ast year?

JEFFREY
WIllie Stargell. 48.
SAM
What teanf?
JEFFREY
Pirates.
SAM
1946 to 1952. Who led the
| eague?
JEFFREY

Ral ph Ki ner.



SAM
What teanf?
JEFFREY
Pirates. But the Phillies are

our hone team Dad. How can you
not root for then®

SAM
The Phillies haven't won the
pennant since 1950. Pittsburgh
took it last year, they're at the
top of the division now, and
t hey' ve got the best damm pl ayer
in the gane.

Li sa hol ds her cone |like a m crophone and does her best

Cosel | .

They cone

LI SA
Ro-bert-o C e-nen-tel!

CARRI E
WP 1971.

SAM
Very good.
(to Jeffrey)
Batti ng chanp what years?

JEFFREY
61, 64, 65, 67.

SAM
| rest ny case.

upon a stati onery store.
SAM ( Cont . )

Hey, who wants to help Dad start
hi s busi ness?

The kids all raise their hands.

Kl DS
Me!

SAM
Ckay, finish up your ice cream
Conme on, let's go!

Sam and the kids sloppily wolf down the |ast bites.

12.

Howar d



13.

I NT. STATI ONERY STORE 11

Wping his hand on the back of his pants, Samcollects all the
ki ds' gar bage.

SAM
Patty and Jeff, you guys find ne
a nice desk cal endar.
(to Carrie and Lisa)
You guys, | need sone business
cards. Cone on

Patty and Jeff wander down an aisle while the others foll ow Sam
to the counter, where a CLERK stands.

SAM (Cont .)
Li sa, you wanna ask hi nf®?
LI SA
MM hmm
SAM
Go ahead.
LI SA
(to derk)
Excuse ne, 1'd like to know how

much for business cards.

SAM
She's starting her own business.

The cl erk hands Lisa a paper.

CLERK
Here's the price sheet.

Sam kneel s down to peruse with the girls. Patricia and Jeffrey
appear behi nd t hem

PATRI Cl A
Dad! W found one.
JEFFREY
It's on sale since the year's

hal f over.

Samturns around to see Jeffrey holding up a Batman and Robin
cal endar.

I NT. APARTMENT - EVEN NG 12

Still dressed in her uniform Arline relaxes at the set dinner
table with the kids. Patricia is in her teamuni form



14.

PATRI Cl A
Amanda Stein scored a run, and
Kathy Perez got two RBIs. That's
it.

ARLI NE
Wll, howd you do in the field?

PATRI Cl A
Coupl e of good catches.

ARLI NE
That's good, isn't it?

PATRI CI A
| shoul d've scored. M batting
sucked t oday.
Jeffrey chuckl es.

ARLI NE
Don't say "sucked."

Sam clad in oven mtts, tosses a TV dinner on every plate.

SAM
Hot stuff, com ng through.

Everyone peel s back the foil and begins eating. Arline |ooks
up at Sam

ARLI NE

Thanks for making di nner.
SAM

Aw, hell, it was nothing.
ARLI NE

So, any interesting news today?

SAM
Mm no. W had a pretty
unevent ful day.

ARLI NE
| nmean news news.

SAM
Didn't get a chance to watch.

ARLI NE
What about the newspaper?

A 1 ook of recognition washes across Sami s face.



15.

I NT. BATHROOM - N GHT 13

Sam stands by the sink, brushing his teeth, while Arline
casual ly I otions her hands.

ARLI NE
I ce crean? You spent the change
on ice crean?

SAM
It made the kids real happy.

ARLI NE
Wl l, they're not going to stay
happy for long if you don't start
maki ng sone noney.

SAM
Hon, Sunday cl assifieds. Biggest
paper of the week. [|'msure |'l

find sonething there tonorrow.
I NT. SAM AND ARLI NE'S BEDROOM - MORNI NG 14

A large mass bul ges from beneath the covers of the queen size
bed. The door creeps open silently, and Lisa |eads her
siblings into the room Arline, dressed in a robe, stands
behind themin the doorway as Lisa pounces on Sam waki ng him

up.

LI SA
Happy Father's Day!

Scared at first, Sam awakens harshly then starts to | augh as
the other kids join in the well-w shing.

SAM
Hey! Hey. Thank you.

LI SA
Here's a card, Daddy.

She hands hima card honenmade wi th constructi on paper and
crayons.

SAM
My, this is nost beautiful store-
bought card |'ve ever seen!

LI SA
| made it!

SAM
You di d not.



16.

LI SA
| didl | did too!

SAM
Ch, thank you, Sweet Pea. It's
gor geous.

PATRI CI A
| made you one too.

CARRI E
Me too.

They bot h hand hi m homenade cards and ki ss himon the cheek.

SAM
Thank you so nuch, | adi es.

JEFFREY
| got you a card, too, Dad.

Jeffrey hands hima 1971 Topps basebal | card.

SAM
d enent e?

JEFFREY
I flipped Timy Nussbaumfor it.

SAM
Cone here.

Jeffrey approaches his father, who gives hima big hug.

SAM ( Cont . )
Thanks, Chanp.

JEFFREY
No probl em Dad.

LI SA
Put the cards out on the | edge,

Daddy.
Yawni ng, Samrolls over.

SAM
Ch, in a mnute.

LI SA
You gotta do it now



17.

ARLI NE
He'll bring the cards out in a
m nute. You kids go on. Let
your Dad rest a bit.

The kids head out as Arline enters the room further.

SAM
Thank you guys!

Arline sits on the side of the bed, smles at Sam

ARLI NE
|'"ve got sonething for you, too.

Arline reaches under the bed and slides out a wapped gift.
Sam begins to tear off the paper. |Inside the box is a new
bri ef case.

SAM
A Sansonit el

ARLI NE
| hope you can use it for work.
They say they're the best.

SAM
No, you're the best. Thank you
so much.

ARLI NE
Qpen it up.

He does, finding it enpty except for a dollar bill.

SAM
| don't get it.

ARLI NE
You' d better get it.

SAM
Newspaper .

EXT. STREET - MORNI NG 15

Dressed in slacks and a short-sl eeve button down, Sam wal ks
down the sidewal k toward a newsstand. A snall CROMND i s
gat her ed near by.

Sam approaches the stand and picks up the Sunday Inquirer. He
gl ances over the headlines, then notices the crowd. They are
all reading the Washington Post. He sets down the Phil adel phia
paper and picks up a copy of the Post.



He sees the front page.

Under Alfred E. Lew s'

18.

byline, a story

breaks the news about the burglary at the Watergate conpl ex.

Samturns to the VENDOR

the dollar Arline gave him

SAM
Post .

EXT. STREET - DAY

Days | ater,

reaches into his pocket and hands over

16

Sam and Jan exit a vacant store front. This one is

not nearly as nice as the first and is in a fairly run down
part of town.

Jan tries

SAM
It's pretty small.

JAN
Hey, you get what you pay for.

SAM
You got anything else for ne to
| ook at?

JAN
Not in your price range.

SAM
Hey, this is not ny price range.
The first place was fine, but ny
i nvestors want ne to exhaust al
possibilities.

to hide her true feelings.

JAN
MM hmm

SAM
Dealing with other people's
noney, | owe it to themto act

responsi bly. Just because there
are sone people in Washi ngt on who
don't understand that- Maybe they
could learn a little sonething
fromme, you know?

JAN
" m sure they coul d.

SAM
W just need to think it over is
all.



19.

JAN
Vell, give me a call next week.
"Il try to line up a few nore
pl aces to see.

SAM
Geat. W appreciate it.

The two shake hands and Sam hops into his Buick and heads off.
I NT. BU CK - DAY 17

Dej ected as he drives through the streets, Samflips through
t he channel s on his AM radi o.

He approaches a church which has an ol d school bus in the front
lawn. A large cardboard sign in its w ndshield reads "For
Sale.” A huge grin suddenly washes across Sanis face, and just
as suddenly he pulls off the road.

EXT. CHURCH LAWN 18

Sam approaches the bus, inspecting it. He looks in the
wi ndows, kicks the tires, etc. He heads into the church.

I NT. CHURCH 19
Samtiptoes down the aisle. A WOVAN is polishing the pews.

SAM
(whi speri ng)
Excuse ne, sweetheart, could you
tell nme where the father is?

WOVAN
(whi speri ng)
Pl aying golf, 1'd inagine.

SAM
Could you tell me who's in charge
her e?

WOVAN
Could you tell ne why you're
whi speri ng?

SAM
Respect.

WOVAN
I think you have us confused wth
the library.

Sam | aughs awkwar dl y.



20.

SAM
Very funny, lady. Do you know
who | can talk to about the bus?

WOVAN
You can talk to ne. |'m Sister
Mar yanne.

SAM
Sister? Christ, | thought you
were the cleaning lady! Ooo, |I'm
sorry. Ch, God. Let me try this
all over again, Ma"am |'m Sam
Byck. It's a pleasure to neet
you.

She takes his extended hand.
I NT. SAM S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Arline prepares dinner while the kids sit around watching
television. Wth a jingle of keys, the programis interrupted
when the front door whooshes open. Samenters, shopping bags
i n hand.

SAM

Ho, ho, ho, Merry Chri st nas!
PATRI Cl A

Dad, we're Jew sh.
SAM

That's why we're celebrating in

Juuuune!
Arline turns fromthe stove to eye Sam

ARLI NE
Sam what did you do?

SAM
| got presents for everybody,
even you, darling.

Arline is suspiciously happy. Sam hands out the bags, and the
kids inmmedi ately tear in. Carrie takes out a small book and
| ooks curiously to her dad.

SAM (Cont .)
It's a locking diary. So you can
record your innernost thoughts.

Carrie gives hima kiss on the cheek. Jeffrey gets a basebal
mtt and Patricia gets a jewelry box. They thank himas Lisa
finds a new Barbie in her bag.



LI SA
Daddy!

SAM
You like it, Sweet Pea?

LI SA
| needed a new one. Jeff kept
t hrowi ng Barbi e's head around.

SAM
Stick to baseball, Jeff.

Arline opens her present, revealing an LP, Frank Sinatra's

"Poi nt of

No Return."

ARLI NE
Thank you, Sam

She ki sses him

Arline sm

ARLI NE (Cont.)
If I'd ve known we were

celebrating, 1'd have cooked
sonething a bit fancier than fish
sticks.

SAM

Fi sh sticks are perfect.

ARLI NE
What are we cel ebrating, San®

SAM
Today | took the next step in ny
pr of essi onal career.

ARLI NE
You find a job?
SAM
Even better. | found a | ocation

for Byck Tires.
les politely.

JEFFREY
Dad, | coulda told you, they go
on your bi ke wheel s.

SAM
No, ny tire store.

JEFFREY
I know. | was joking.

21.



22.

Sam i s dunmbfounded for a second, then |aughs.

SAM
Ch. Hey, that was a good one!

ARL| NE
So, where is it?

SAM
Where do you want it?

Arline cocks her head.

SAM (Cont .)
It can be anywhere you want.

ARLI NE
What are you tal king about ?

SAM
| drive by this church, and boom
An epi phany! They have this old
bus and they're going to sell it
to ne for $3,000. Three grand,
can you believe it? That's one
nonth's rent in a decent store

space.

ARLI NE
What the heck do you need a bus
for?

SAM
To sell tires out of. This way
I"mconpletely nobile. If
business isn't so great in one
area, | just tank up and nove to

anot her area, sinple as that.
Virtually no overhead, just the
cost of gas, which isn't cheap
t hese days, but-

JEFFREY
You could paint it like the
Partridge Fam |y bus!

LI SA
Daddy' s gonna drive the Partridge
Fam |y bus!

Jeffrey starts singing "Cone On, Get Happy" from"The Partridge
Famly." Lisa joins in.

PATRI C A
You'd be |li ke Reuben Kincai d!



The ol der sisters |augh.

SAM

23.

Go ahead laugh. Genius is often

ridiculed. But | swear,

fly.
ARLI NE

e 1l

Ki ds, go wash for dinner.

Singing, the kids file out.

ARLI NE (Cont .)

Sam

SAM

| know, you nust think |I'mcrazy-

ARLI NE

No, | think it's great you found
away to do it without the

$20, 000.

SAM
Oh, no, I'"Il still need that.
There's still gonna be a | ot of

startup expenses.

Arline picks a piece of mail up off the counter, hands it to

him The return address is the Small Busi ness Adm ni strati on.

Sam gl ances up at her.

I NT. FEDERAL BUI LDI NG PH LADELPH A - DAY

Two weeks later. CLARENCE H LL,

an SBA staffer, sits behind

his desk. Samsits before him managi ng a handful of papers,

trying to appear as professional

SAM
Ckay, see, now | know.

and hunbl e as possi bl e.

Twenty

t housand was too nuch to ask for.
| don't need that nuch anynore.
| found a way to reduce overhead.

H LL
D d you?

SAM

I"mgonna sell the tires out of

an ol d school bus.

H LL
Excuse ne?

21



SAM
No nore Byck Tires. Now, it's
"Wheel s on Weels!" Renove the
seats, store the inventory. No
rent. And if business starts to
get slow, | pick up and | eave.

H LL
M. Byck, if you'd like to submt
anot her application-

SAM
I"ve al ready done three.

H LL
And | don't recommend that you
try again, because | don't
bel i eve you' d be approved. |'m
j ust being honest with you.

Sam gl ares at him stew ng.

SAM
| seriously doubt that, M. HII.

H LL
If you feel you could get
approved, be ny guest -

SAM
| seriously doubt that you're
bei ng honest with ne.

H LL
Are you suggesti ng sonet hi ng?

Sam shoves his papers into the briefcase Arline gave him

SAM
Alright, I'mthrough sucking up.
I nean, SBA can't find a neasly
20 grand for me when I'mtrying
to start a good, honest business,
not like all those other places
that just want to make a quick
buck at the public's expense, and
you' ve given hundreds of
t housands to busi nesses t hat
don't even exist?

H LL
What are you tal king about ?



Samri ses

SAM
In ’69 you guys had an article
printed about approved | oans.
Said | got approved after ny
first loan request. That's a
lie. You look good, | suffer.
Second tinme, | get obsolete
forms, and I'mtold the noney ran
out. And now...

H LL
W' re very careful about who we
approve. And your rejection is
a result of that sane, objective
process. | amsorry, M. Byck

SAM
| checked into that article of
yours. Ten busi nesses, six of
themdidn't even exist. But |
ask for |ess noney than them for
a legitimte business so | can
support ny famly, | can't get a
plug nickel. Who's getting al
this noney? Goddamn politi cal
contributors. Gve their noney
to the party, slowy but surely
get it back fromthe SBA at ny
expense. And |'m sure your
bosses are getting their

ki ckbacks.
HI LL

M. Byck, | assure you-
SAM

A guy like in Nixon in the Wite
House, all that corruption just
spreads. Everywhere.

to | eave.
H LL
M. Byck-
SAM
I"mnot saying it's you
personally, M. HIll, but seens

to me soneone at SBA isn't doing
their job.

He sl ans the door behi nd him
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I NT. APARTMENT - EVEN NG 22

The television blares a news story about phone calls placed
fromBernard L. Barker in Mam to G Gordon Liddy's CRP
of fice.

Above a desk in one corner of the living area, the June 18th
Post headline and article are taped to the wall. Several other
articles follow in sequence through m d-July.

Saml s hand appears at the wall, taping up a brand new WAt er gat e
article. Unshaven and wearing a robe and slippers, he slunps
onto the couch to watch the evening news. He grabs his dinner
plate fromthe coffee table and continues to eat.

Arline and the kids remain at the dinner table, finishing up
their meals in silence. Sams place at the table is bare.
Carrie and Patricia start to clear the dirty plates.

ARLI NE
Thank you.

JEFFREY
Can we go watch TV?

ARLI NE
| don't know. Ask your Dad.

Arline gets up to clean the dishes as Jeffrey and Lisa go to
t he couch, sitting on either side of Sam

JEFFREY
Can we watch TV, Dad?

Sam keeps his focus on the TV as he talks.

SAM
Sur e.

The kids sit for a couple of seconds, quickly grow ng restless.

LI SA

Do we have to watch the news?
SAM

Yes.
ARLI NE

For CGod's sake, Sam you hog that
thing all day. Let the kids
wat ch some TV.

Carrie and Patricia | eave the room
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SAM
After the news.

Arline stornms directly to the television, switching the channel
to "The El ectric Conpany."

SAM (Cont .)
For Chrissake, Arline, the future
of the country is at stake here!

ARLI NE
What the hell do you have to do
with the future of this country,
Sanf

SAM
Every single one of us should be
concerned about this.

ARLI NE
Maybe you should be a little nore
concer ned about the future of our
famly.

SAM
| am concerned about the future
of my famly.

ARLI NE
You' ve been out of work for a
month, Sam |It's the kids who
are on sunmmer vacation, not you.

SAM

This is no vacation for ne.
ARLI NE

It sure looks like it.
SAM

If I"d ve gotten that SBA | oan-
ARLI NE

You didn't.
SAM

It's not ny fault.

ARLI NE
Then whose is it?

Samindicates his wall of articles.
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SAM
Look who's running the show.
Goddamm crooks and t hi eves!

ARLI NE
You can't even hold down a job
for someone el se, Sam How do
you expect to work for yourself?

Samrealizes she is right.
I NT. BRI DGE STREET TIRE - DAY 23

A small tire shop. A burly CUSTOVER enters the store area and
| ooks around.

KRUGER, the manager, enters fromthe garage. Sam wearing navy
dickies and a pale blue shirt with a nanme patch, stands behind
the counter witing in a | edger book. Kruger approaches Sam

KRUGER
Byck.

SAM
Yeah?

KRUGER

Byck, what do you do when a
customer finds it in his heart to
cone into our establishnent?

Sam | ooks up fromthe | edger book, notices the customer. He
cl oses the book as Kruger squints and heads back to the garage.
Sam sm |l es at the custoner.

SAM
Can | help you with anything?
CUSTOVER
Yeah. | was |ooking for the
M chelin X
SAM
What size?
CUSTOVER
70R13.
SAM

Sure. R ght over here.
Sam | eads the custoner to a rack of tires.

CUSTOVER
Geat. 1'Il take-
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SAM
But 1'll tell ya, pal, | wouldn't
buy this tire.

The custoner | ooks confused.

SAM (Cont .)
If I were you, I'd get this
CGoodyear. Twice the tire, half
t he pri ce.

CUSTOVER
I"ve had pretty good luck wth
M chel i n.

SAM

The Custom Wde Tread rates

hi gher in stopping and tread
life. Consumer Reports. You go
with the Mchelin, you' re just
payi ng for the nane.

CUSTOVER
Thanks for the advice, but-

SAM
Listen, it's a no brainer. Any
idiot would see I'"mjust trying
to hel p.

CUSTOVER
Are you calling ne an idiot?

SAM
No. It's a sinple matter of
econom cs. |If you wanna get
ripped off that's fine, but I'm
not gonna do it to you.

CUSTOVER
What ?

I NT. GARAGE

Kruger's ears perk up as he hears Sam and the custoner argue.
He heads in, ready to kill.

I NT. STORE

Kruger marches over to the arguing pair.

24
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SAM
I f you wanna get ripped off,
you' re gonna have to go somewhere

else. |I'mnot selling you the
M chel i n.

CUSTOVER
Who the hell do you think you
are?

KRUGER

"1l tell you who he is, he's
fired. On behalf of ny fornmer
enpl oyee, I'd like to extend ny
deepest apol ogy. And to show you
how sincere | am Sir, you can
have 10 percent off anything
you' d |ike today.

CUSTOVER
Then you can shove five percent
up each of your asses.
EXT. STORE

The customer storns out, followed closely by Kruger and Sam

KRUGER
Sir, Jesus, please cone on back
i nsi de.

SAM

Go on ahead. You wouldn't know
a bargain if it bit you in the
ass!

The customer hops in his Datsun and sl ans the door.

KRUGER
Shut up, Byck.
(to Custoner)
15 percent!

The customer screeches out of his space, blasts the horn and
hol ds his mddl e finger up outside the w ndow.

SAM
Fi gures you drive a foreign car.
Asshol e!

Kruger stares after the customer then spins toward Sam

KRUGER
What the hell did you do?

26
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SAM
| tried to sell hima Goodyear.

KRUGER
So you not only try to talk him
out of the bigger sale, but you
end up selling nothing. Byck,
you' re a goddanmm sorry sack- of -
shit excuse for a sal esman.

SAM
You fired ne, right?
KRUGER
Hel | yes.
SAM
Then | don't have to take this
shit.
KRUGER
Fi ne.

Kruger dashes back inside. Sam sees a stack of tires in front
of the store and one by one bounces theminto the street.
Passing cars screech their brakes and blare their horns.
Kruger runs back out as Sam wal ks of f.

KRUGER
Byck, get those goddam tires
back here!

SAM

| don't work here anynore. O der
sonmeone el se around.

KRUGER
Byck!

SAM
Have a great fucki ng weekend!

In the street, Samreaches into the open wi ndow of a car
stopped for the bouncing tires. He honks the horn and gives
Kruger the finger.

I NT. APARTMENT BEDROOM - EVEN NG 27

Sam sits on the edge of his bed, head in his hands. Arline
stands above him The bedroom door is closed and they try to
keep their voices down.

ARLI NE
Did you quit or were you fired?



SAM
VWhat's the difference?

ARLI NE
If you were fired, you could at
| east get unenpl oynent.

SAM
Then you' |l be happy to know |
got fired.
ARLI NE
Damm you, San
SAM
If he hadn't fired ne, 1'd' ve
wal ked anyway. The guy was a
j erk.
ARLI NE
That jerk was signing a paycheck.
SAM
The guy had no scruples at all.
ARLI NE
Scrupl es aren't gonna make you

noney.
Sam | ies back on the bed, sighs.

SAM
Well, that's the goddamm probl em
with this country, isn't it?

Arline sits on the bed beside him

ARLI NE
Maybe it is. But there's nothing
we can do about it except do our
best, do our best for our Kkids.
And |I'mout there, six days a
week now, when you haven't had a
steady job in nonths. | nmean,
when you sat around pl anni ng your
great and wonderful tire
busi ness, fine, at |east there
was t he hope sonet hing woul d cone
out of it. But now, you sit
around here, reading your
newspapers and watching the TV,
obsessi ng over political garbage
and the nation's problens.

(nore)
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ARLI NE (Cont.)
The country nmay be goi ng down
the toilet, but don't flush us
down with it.

SAM
What am | fl ushing?
ARLI NE
Your famly... Qur marriage.

Sam sits up and | ooks her square in the face.

SAM
Arline, do you |l ove ne?

ARLI NE
Sam don't.

SAM
Do you still |ove ne?

Arline begins to sob but is silent.
SAM (Cont .)
Dammit, Arline! Do you |love ne!?
Answer ne, goddanmit!

There is a long and awkward sil ence, disturbed only by her
i ncreasi ng sobs.

Sam dashes out of the room

ARLI NE
Sam

I NT. LI VI NG AREA 28

The kids are watching television. Sambursts in and shuts the
set off.

SAM
Ki ds-

Arline cones rushing in after him

ARLI NE
Sam get back in here.

SAM
Ki ds, your nother thinks I'ma
not hi ng.

ARLI NE

Leave them out of this.
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SAM
No, Arline. They are very nuch
inthis, and it's about tine they
grew up and heard about the real
not hi ngs. The fuckups running
this country!

ARLI NE
Sani

SAM
Maybe | am a nothing. And maybe
| always will be. But there's
this thing in the world called
the system And the only way to
get anywhere in this world is to
play by the system But that
neans you gotta lie and steal,
and screw your fellow workers,
and stab your best friends
t hrough the heart, and kiss ass
til your lips fall off. And if
that's the price you have to pay
to be successful, 1'd rather be
nothing. And |I'd rather see you
ki ds be nothing than be ratfink,
asskissing little shits.

The kids stare up at Sam stunned. A tear runs down Arline's
cheek, but she keeps her conposure.

ARLI NE
Get the hell out.

SAM
What ?

ARLI NE

Get your things, and get out.
I NT. SAM AND ARLI NE' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

An open suitcase rests on the bed. Samis now fully dressed
and cl eaned up. He packs his case.

There is a knock at the door. Samopens it, revealing Carrie.
She holds a few photos. Sam struggles to find words, but
not hi ng comes out.

CARRI E
W t hought you shoul d have t hese.

She hands hi mthe photos, school portraits of each of the four
chil dren



SAM
Thank you.

CARRI E
| don't want you to go.

SAM
Me neither. Ahh, | probably
won't be gone for |ong.

He pats the bed and Carrie sits beside him

SAM (Cont .)
Listen. | was trying to say
sonet hi ng back there to Jeff and
Lisa, and it didn't quite comne
out right. Have you read
Shakespeare yet in school ?

CARRI E
No.

SAM
Wll, he's got a play called
"Ham et . "

CARRI E
I've heard of it.

SAM
Good stuff. So there's a part
where this guy Polonius is
talking to his son, Laertes,
okay? Laertes is about to go off
to battle, and Pol onius, who's
not sure if he'll ever see his
ki d agai n, goes through this
whol e spiel, giving advice about
all kinds of things. Basic
stuff. Stay out of trouble,

dress well, don't borrow noney
you can't pay back. But he saves
the best for last. "This above
all, to thine own self be true."
CARRI E
Dad, |'m gonna see you agai n.
SAM
I know, | know, but you gotta

listen. The nmobst inportant thing
inthis world is for you to
deci de what you believe, and then
stick toit. No nmatter what.
Ckay?

35.
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CARRI E
Ckay.

SAM
You hear ne?

CARRI E
Yeah, Dad.

SAM
Cone here.

He holds his arns out, and she noves in for a hug. After a few
seconds, she pulls back.

SAM (Cont .)
Now get outta here. | gotta
fini sh packing.

Carrie heads toward the door, but turns back.

CARRI E
Dad, where are you gonna go?

Sam stares at her blankly, considering this issue for the very
first tine.

I NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT 30

Struggling with his bags, Sam ascends a stairway, entering a
hall. Qut of breath, beads of sweat trickling down his
forehead, he lunbers to a door and knocks.

After a pause, the door opens only as far as a chain |ock
allows. "The Odd Coupl e" can be heard on a television wthin.
An el derly wonman peers out, and a curious expression crosses
her face.

MA BYCK
Sanmmy?
SAM
H, M.
EXT. | NTERSTATE 95 - DELAWARE - N GHT 31

Friday, February 22, 1974, later in the night. The Buick
crui ses down the highway.

| NT. BU CK 32

Sam continues to talk into the hand-hel d m crophone.



SAM
It's so goddamm frustrati ng when
you are suddenly aware that this
gover nment cannot correct its
m st akes, that this government is
one of cover-up rather than
exposure. There's nore crooks
t han good guys i n Washi ngt on.
They are all con artists, nmaking
deal s, wheeling, dealing, noney
in the pocket, noney under the
tabl e, anything for a buck. W
have a national notto, E Pluribus
Unum whi ch nmust be changed to
conformto the tines to "Let's
nmake a deal ," and Monte Hal
woul d be the naster of
cerenoni es, the head deal er of
the nation. Okay, Dick, what'l
it be? Behind curtain nunber one
is national ammesia. Everybody
forgets about inflation, Vietnam
and Watergate. Behind curtain
nunber two, your face on the $10
bill. Screw Al exander Ham |ton
he was never President anyway.
But there's always the prom se of
nore behind curtain nunber three.
You pick it, but you know what's
there? Sam Byck, and he's got a
fucki ng gun, you greedy bastard.

I NT. MA BYCK' S LI VI NGROOM - NI GHT

July 1972.

in a recl

The Lawl er Terrace apartment is furnished with
gari shly uphol stered pi eces covered in protective plastic.
Byck wears a housecoat and snokes a Mdre cigarette.
i ner, Sam standing by a couch opposite her.

MA BYCK
Your health, it's okay?
SAM
Yeah.
MA BYCK
You sure? You're still 1ooking

a bit heavy. Your knees doing
alright?

SAM
I never had any trouble with
them Ma.

37.

Ma
She sits
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